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STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA, 
CHARLESTON, December 19, 1870. 
To His Excellency, Wm. E. STEVENSON, 
l Governor of West Virginia : 
SIR: We have the honor to submit herewith the Fourth Annual 
Report of the Regents of the State Normal School ої West Virginia. 
і J. T. McCLukrE, 


Secretary. 


REPORT. 


+ 
і 


То the Legislature of the State of West Virginia: 


The Normal Schools of the State have been established for the pur- 
pose of preparing teachers for the common schools, who shall be well 
qualified for the important duties that will devolve on them. Special 
training is as necessary to qualify a teacher thoroughly for the work of 
teaching as it is to qualify the mechanic for his calling, or the physician 
for his profession. He who would become a good mechanic must serve 
an apprenticeship to his trade. He who would become a thoroughly com- 
petent physician, or lawyer, must receive special training in the profes- 
sion he has chosen. General education and intelligence may be useful 
but will not answer in place of this special training. An acquaintance 
with philosophy will not make a practical mechanic, neither will a 
knowledge of the languages and of mathematics qualify a man for the 
practice of medicine or law. There are studies peculiar to each profes- 
sion that must be carefully pursued and thoroughly mastered if the stu- 
dent hopes to attain a respectable position in his chosen profession. 

This principle will apply to the teacher just as clearly and forcibly as 
to the mechanic, the lawyer, or the physician. The training of children 
is no less important than the building of our houses, or the management 
of our law-suits, or even the removal of our diseases and the preservation 
of our health. Therefore, if close study and special training are neces- 
sary in the latter cases, they are equally necessary in the former. There 
is, indeed, no subject of deeper interest to the State at large than the 
education of her children. Whether viewed from а social, political, or 
moral standpoint, it rises superior to all other questions that may be 
brought into comparison with it: because it involves the elements 
necessary alike to domestic comfort and happiness and the general pros- 
perity of the State at large. 

The State, taking substantially this view of the subject, has heretofore 
made liberal provision for her Normal schools, three of which have been 
established and are now in operation. These schools are located in differ- 
ent parts of the State, and at considerable distances from each other. 
Marshall College is located on the bank of the Ohio river, two miles 
below Guyandotte, i in Cabellcounty; Fairmont, in Marion county, and 
West Liberty, in Ohio county. We now propoge-to present a statement 
_ of the condition of these schools in detail. 
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MARSHALL COLLEGE. ~ 


The work named in our contract with W. W. McCoy, referred to in 
our last annual report, has been completed in a manner entirely satisfac- 
tory to the regents, except that there were some defects in the plastering, 
for which a reasonable deduction has been made on the amount to be 
paid for said work. 

In the general appropriation bill passed March 3, 1870, the sum of five 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six dollars and eighty-two cents was 
appropriated to meet the contract for the new building at Marshall Col- 
lege. Of this amount the sum of eight hundred dollars was appropri- 
ated to finish the basement of the new building—a work not embraced 
in the contract referred to above. On the fifth of March, 1870, the 
regents entered into a contract with W. W. McCoy for the execution of 
this part of the work, at a cost of $688 00, The work named in this 
contract was promptly executed, and in a satisfactory manner, except 
that there was defects in the plastering, for which a reasonable deduction 
was made from the amount named in the contract. The sums deducted 
on account of defects in the plastesing, under both contracts, amounted 
to ninety dollars. The building having been finished according to con- 
tract, with the exceptions stated above, the sums named in the contracts, 
less the deductions named above, were paid to the contractor and his 
receipts were taken for the same. For a detailed statement of the expen- 
ditures of the appropriation for building Marshali College, yon are 
respectfully referred to the Auditor’s Report. 

This building is well adapted for the purpose for which it was са; 
and it presents an appearence that із creditable to the State. The attend- 
ance at this school during the last school year was as follows: 


Fall .term......... piueweteuaaee a Mattes ENDEN TEN РИН, is . 54 
Winter term. sanieren A 59 
Spring term ................... РТА Шара акна нана atada ТТР 103 


Of these, sixty-six attended on State account and the balance paid 
tuition. Of the whole number attending on State account, forty-one are 
males and twenty-five are females. 

It will be seen from the foregoing statement that the attendance has 
been rapidly. increasing. Owing to the fact that many of the Normal 
students are engaged in teaching during the autumn, the attendance dur- 
ing the fall and winter terms is, and will be less than during the spring 
term ; but the attendance during the present fall term is about one-fourth 
larger than.it was during the corresponding term of last year. 

This increase in the number of students necessarily increases the labors 
of the teachers. An additional teacher is now very much needed. To 
meet this demand, at least in part for the present, and to obviate the 
necessity of asking for an additional appropriation, the regents have 
directed :the Principal to employ such assistants as may be necessary, and 
to pay for their services out of such funds arising out of tuition fees as 
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may remain in the hands of the Executive Committee after all necessary 
contingent expenses of the school have been paid. This balance will not 
be sufficient to pay the usual salary of a competent assistant for the whole 
year, but the arrangement is the best that we can make at present. 

At the close of the year the assistant teachers resigned, and others were 
appointed to fill their places. The present faculty consists of the follow- 
ing persons, viz: Prof. 8. В. Taompson, Principal; Mr. М. E. У пізом, 
a graduate of Marshall College, First Assistant; Miss E. D. Harn, Sec- 
ond Assistant. 

Four students graduated at the close of the spring term. 

The boarding department is being conducted successfully under the 
management of the Executive Committee. Students can obtain board- 
ing and lodging at almost three dollars per week. 

We ask a continuance of the appropriation necessary to pay the 
salaries of the teachers. No further appropriation is needed at present 
for furniture and apparatus. Гог a statement of the expenditure of the 
appropriation for furniture, up to the close of the fiscal year, you are 
respectfully referred to the Auditor’s Report. 


FAIRMONT. 


The arrangements entered into last year between the Regents and the 
* Board of Education of the district of Fairmont, by which the common 
schools of the district are to be conducted under the supervision of the, 
principal of tkz Normal School, and constitute-a-modet- department 
thereof, is stil! continued. Besides the pupils of the free schools of the 
district, there were thirty normal students in attendance, twenty-one of 
whom were on State account. 

About the middle of the spring term, Miss M. L. Dickey, resigned her 
situation as assistant teacher, and her place was filled by Miss M. Niley, 
for the balance of the session. 

At the close of the school year, Prof. W. R. White resigned his sit 


tion as principal. At as early a date as practicable, the Regents secured. 


the services of other competent teachers to fill the places thus made 


vacant, The faculty now consists of the following persons, viz: Prof. 


J. С. GILCHRIST, Principal; Miss М. L. Dickey, First Assistant; Miss 
С. COOPER, Second Assistant. 

The fall term opened at the regular time, but the attendance of normal 
students has been very small. For this small attendance, various reasons 
may be assigned. The change of teachers, no doubt, has had some influ- 
ence. Besides this, some who formerly attended are now engaged in 


teaching. But the principal cause of this meagre attendance is found in | 


the high price that must be paid for boarding and lodging, both at the 
hotéls and in private houses; and those who are preparing to become 
teachers are not generally able to bear a heavy outlay for their daily 
living. The attention of the Legislature was directed to this subject in 
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our last annual report, but the matter was passed over without any 
definite action, Students can live at Marshall College, under our excel- 
lent arrangement for boarding, at an expense of only about three do!lars 
per week, while equal accommodations cannot be obtained at Fairmont 
at less than five dollars per week. Neither hotel nor private house- 
keepers can be expected to board our students at less than remunerative 
prices, and hence we see no way in which our schools can be made to 
present equal advantages to students in all parts of the State in this 
respect, otherwise than by attaching a boarding department to each one 
of them; thus placing their advantages on an equality, and within the 
reach of all who may desire to enjoy them. We therefore again respect- 
fully and earnestly beg leave to direct-the attention of the Legislature 
to this subject. 

No appropriation was made for this school last year, except for the 
salaries of the teachers. This will have been exhausted by the time the 
Legislature meets, and hence we ask a similar amount for the next year. 


West LIBERTY. 


In compliance with an act of the Legislature passed March 1, 1870, 
entitled “An Act to establish a branch Normal School at West Liberty,” 
. the Regents took steps toward opening the school at as early a day as 
practicable. Gen. W. B. Curtis, Rev. J. A. Brown and Joseph Waddle, 
Esqu were appointed the Executive Committee of the school, and were 
directed to have the academy building put in tenable condition as soon 
as possible. _ 

The Regents also took measures to secure the services of competent 
teachers. On the 26th of March, Prof. F. H. Crago was appointed Prin- 
cipal, and the school was opened under his direction as soon as the 
necessary arrangements could be made. 

Shortly after the opening of the school, an assistant teacher was 
appointed for the balance of the term. 

The aggregate attendance during this term was forty-nine, of whom 
seventeen were on State account, and the balance paid tuition. 

At the beginning of the fall term, Mr. A. J. Waychoff was appointed 
assistant teacher. This term opened with encouraging prospects. 

The building has been thoroughly repaired, under the direction of the 
Executive Committee, and is now in good tenable condition. 

A boarding department is very much needed i in connection with this 
school. 

In conclusion, we ask that the interests of education may receive a 
liberal share of your attention and patronage. 

J. T. McCLURE, 
Secretary. 


